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Timeline: Environmental protection at WIEGEL
Year 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

	 The Ordinance on Installations for the Handling of Substances Hazardous 
to Water (AwSV) requires a capacity for media of 100%

	 German legal requirements/regulations 	 VAwS Transshipment Areas

	 WIEGEL Group’s environmental activities 	 VAwS requires dual protection against leakage

	 Prizes/awards 	 Raising of the WHC for zinc compounds from WHC 1 • 3, making zinc compounds relevant for the Hazardous Incident Ordinance as WHC 3 substances

	 Lowering of the maximum permitted levels for hydrogen chloride in TA Luft from 20 to 10 mg/m3

	 Lowering of the maximum permitted levels for dust in TA Luft from 10 to 5 mg/m3

	 VAwS for transshipment areas

	 BAT Steel Processing

There have been regulations on the dealing with water-polluting substances since 1963 	 Adoption of the Ordinance on Installations for the Handling of Substances Hazardous to Water (VAwS)

	 VAwS largest container or 10% of the total quantity

	 EMAS 1 comes into force

	 Legal requirement for environmental officers

Year 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

	 WIEGEL introduces a central environmental officer and an environmental management system

	 Construction of a new plant in Nuremberg with housing of the GL and the PTL (pilot project)

	 Use of heat exchangers

	 Environment prize from the city of Nuremberg

	 All new plants have an closed zinc kettle with exhaust air filtering and an enclosed PTL with extraction

	 Collecting bin for use in case of emergency in the pre-treatment line designed to hold at least 80% of the potential total quantity

	 Construction of a central lab

	 The formerly optional testing of the VAwS installation by the expert in water resources is made mandatory in the ENV management system

	 The expert in water resources inspects all of the plants every 5 years without legal obligation

	 Environment Medal of the Free State of Bavaria

	 	 WIEGEL has already met the minimum requirements of the new BAT Steel Processing (last updated 2002) for 9 years

	 Filling areas made of acid-resistant asphalt with retention capacity for all media that may potentially leak in the event of an emergency

	 Average measured values prior to 2002 already just 7.7 mg/m3

	 Housing of the pre-treatment lines made of PE instead of wood. Installation of exhaust air scrubbers in all newly erected plants

	 Czech Prize for “Health and Safe Environmental Award 2004”

	 WIEGEL voluntarily measures the exhaust emission values from the process furnaces for all emission measurements

	 Not only does the expert in water resources check the mandatory parts of the plants,  
WIEGEL also has peripheral plant components inspected • internal report

	 Implementation of separated pickling at all plants and two-weekly laboratory checks of all PTL media at all plants susceptible to accidents regarding the  
zinc content and monitoring of the hazard-related total quantities. Voluntarily appointed accident officer at plants that have mandatory obligations

	 Hermetical separation of the pre-treatment room (protection of the basin construction, reduction in the size of the pre-treatment room)

	 100% collection capacity of the PTL and storage tank

Abbreviations:  
AWsV = German Federal Ordinance on Installations for the Handling of 
Substances Hazardous to Water; BAT = Best Available Techniques; EMAS = 
Eco-Management and Audit Scheme; PE = Polyethylene; TA Luft = German 
air pollution control regulation entitled "Technical Instructions on Air Quality 
Control”; VAwS = German Ordinance on Installations for the Handling of Sub-
stances Hazardous to Water; PTL = Pre-treatment line; GL = Galvanizing line;  
WHC = German Water Hazard Classification; WHG = German Federal Water 
Act 

	 Waterproof concrete basin + WHC coating + (partially double-walled) basin +  monitoring of the pump sump = quadruple safety

	 Furnace control concept to save energy

	 Acid-resistant asphalt with WHC coating = double safety

	 EMAS validation of all plants in German-speaking region

	 EMAS validation of the plants in Czechia and Slovakia

	 German EMAS-Award for the WIEGEL Group
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